
Real Estate Agent Guide To
FINCEN  REAL  ESTATE  REPORTS

What is the FinCEN Real Estate
Report?
The real estate report is a new federal anti
money laundering report filed with the
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network
(FinCEN) for certain residential real estate
transfers closing after March 1, 2026. 

When is it required?
Expect a report when all of  the following are
true in a real estate transfer:

Residential property
Buyer is a trust or entity (LLC,
corporation, partnership)
No traditional bank mortgage (cash,
private financing, hard money, seller
financing)

In some cases, no cost transfers (gifts) also
trigger a report. 

Who files the report?
The settlement closing agent or escrow
company will file the report securely with
FinCEN.
Real Estate Reports will be maintained by
FinCEN in a secure database with strict limits
on authorized access. These reports are not
accessible to the general public.

What if my client refuses to
provide the information?
Talk to your clients about these new
requirements, and encourage them to have
their documentation ready.
Understand that title companies are following
federal law, not adding red tape to the closing
process.
If the client refuses to provide the requested
information, the settlement agent may be
unable to close the transaction.

What information do clients
need to provide to escrow?
Entity:

Entity legal name, address, jurisdiction,
tax identification number (EIN)
Legal name, date of birth, residential
address, taxpayer identification number
(SSN) of individuals with 25%+
ownership or substantial control (major
decision authority)
If  another company owns any part,
identify the real people behind it

Trust:

Trust name, date trust agreement was
executed, tax identification number, and
whether the trust is revocable or not
Full legal name, date of birth, residential
street address, taxpayer identification
number of all trustees
Full legal name, date of birth, residential
street address, taxpayer identification
number of grantors who can revoke or
withdraw assets, or beneficiaries who can
demand money or withdraw substantially
all assets
If  a trustee is a company, identify the real
people behind it

Information regarding funds used for
acquisition of property:

Originating financial institution name
Account information (name listed on
account and account number)
Method of payment (wire, check, other)

For more information about FinCEN, talk to
your Escrow Officer or visit www.fincen.gov.


